Revelation 3:14–22 (New International Readers Version)
 
14“Here is what I command you to write to the church in Laodicea. Here are the words of the One who is the Amen. What he gives witness to is faithful and true. He rules over what God has created. 
He says, 15‘I know what you are doing. I know you aren’t cold or hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16But you are lukewarm. You aren’t hot or cold. So I am going to spit you out of my mouth. 
17‘You say, “I am rich. I’ve become wealthy and don’t need anything.” But you don’t realize how pitiful and miserable you have become. You are poor, blind and naked. 
18‘So here’s my advice. Buy from me gold made pure by fire. Then you will become rich. Buy from me white clothes to wear. Then you will be able to cover your shameful nakedness. And buy from me healing lotion to put on your eyes. Then you will be able to see. 
19‘I correct and train those I love. So be sincere, and turn away from your sins. 
20‘Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If any of you hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with you. And you will eat with me. 
21‘I’ll give those who overcome the right to sit with me on my throne. In the same way, I overcame. Then I sat down with my Father on his throne. 
22‘Those who have ears should listen to what the Holy Spirit says to the churches.’ ” 
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	I. 	Jesus Comes to the __________________ Church 









	II. 	Exposing Her ________________ __________________ , 










	III.	And, Offering Her ________________ Riches. 
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Questions for Small Groups, Families, and Friends            


Discussion Question:

If you could have dinner with anyone in the world, whom would you pick? Why? 

Study Questions:

Jesus identifies Himself to the church at Laodicea. Read 3:14.

What does the word “Amen” mean? Why would Jesus call himself, the Amen?


What does it mean for someone to be a faithful and true witness?


How is Jesus the beginning of creation? Consider the following.

John 1:1-3


Colossians 1:15-18.


Jesus exposes the spiritual condition of the church at Laodicea.
Read 3:15-17. How were they self-deceived?


Laodicea's sister city, Hierapolis, to the north was famous for her hot springs. Her sister city, Colossae, to the south was known for her cool fresh water springs. Laodicea had no local source of water. A six-mile aqueduct brought water to Laodicea, but by the time it arrived it was lukewarm and mineral rich. How does this help us understand Christ's stomach distress over Laodicea’s spiritual condition?

What insight do we gain about the church of Laodicea’s condition from Jesus words in John 7:37-39? What might we expect from a healthy church? 



The City of Laodicea was so wealthy that it declined financial assistance from Rome in rebuilding after a devastating earthquake. How does this self-sufficient spirit affect the spiritual condition of the church? 

What does Jesus offer the Laodicean church (3:18-20)?






What is the greatest gift that he offers them? Why?




Live It Questions:

How does self-reliance show up in the North American church?

What would a church look like that depends on Christ?

What corporate action can we take to demonstrate our dependence upon Christ?

What area of your life have you left Jesus outside? Is he knocking on the door? What keeps you from letting Him in?

What does repentance require of you?
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