Revelation 3:7–13 (NIrV) 

7“Here is what I command you to write to the church in Philadelphia. Here are the words of the One who is holy and true. He holds the key of David. No one can shut what he opens. And no one can open what he shuts. He says, 8‘I know what you are doing. Look! I have put an open door in front of you. No one can shut it. I know that you don’t have much strength. But you have obeyed my word. You have not said no to me. 
9‘Some people claim they are Jews but are not. They are liars. Their worship is from Satan. I will make them come and fall down at your feet. I will make them say in public that I love you. 
10‘You have kept my command to put up with anything that happens. So I will keep you from the time of suffering that is going to come to the whole world. It will test those who live on the earth. 
11‘I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have. Then no one will take away your crown. 
12‘I’ll see to it that those who overcome will be pillars in the temple of my God. They will never leave it again. I will write the name of my God on them. I will write the name of the city of my God on them. This is the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God. I will also write my new name on them. 
13‘Those who have ears should listen to what the Holy Spirit says to the churches.’ 
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What Does Jesus Have to Say to a Faithful Church and Its Members? 

	I. 	Jesus says, 









	II. 	Jesus says, 










	III.	Jesus says, 
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Discussion Question:

Who do you know that exemplifies faithfulness in service to God? What are the marks of faithfulness in his/her life?

Study Questions:

How does Christ identify Himself to the church at Philadelphia (3:7)?


Read through the message to Philadelphia again (3:7-13). How has this local church proven faithful? What are the marks of faithfulness that Jesus identifies?




What is the significance in scripture of an open door?

· Acts 14:21-27

· 1 Corinthians 16:9

· 2 Corinthians 2:12

· Colossians 4:3


How did God close a door in order to direct the Apostle Paul to an open door (Acts 16:6-13)?



Does weakness limit what a church can do in service to Christ (3:8)? Why, or why not? 


Can you think of any examples in scripture where “human weakness” was in fact the key to knowing God’s strength?



What confidence can we have for walking through doors that Jesus has opened with our neighbors or in our neighborhood?



What does it mean for the child of God or church of Christ to obey His command to persevere (3:10)? Answer in light of the following:

· Romans 5:1-5 

· Romans 15:4-7

· Hebrews 10:32-39

· James 5:7-11



Live It Questions:

What doors has Christ opened in your neighborhood or city for the sake of the gospel?  



What part can you play in responding to this open door, or in taking advantage of this opportunity for the gospel?  What does obedience require of you?
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