Revelation 3:1-6 (New International Readers Version) 

1Here is what I command you to write to the church in Sardis. 
Here are the words of the One who holds the seven spirits of God. He has the seven stars in his hand. He says, ‘I know what you are doing. People think you are alive, but you are dead. 2Wake up! Strengthen what is left, or it will die. You have not done all that my God wants you to do. 
3‘So remember what you have been taught and have heard. Obey it. Turn away from your sins. If you don’t wake up, I will come like a thief. You won’t know when I will come to you. 
4‘But you have a few people in Sardis who have kept their clothes clean. They will walk with me, dressed in white, because they are worthy. 5Those who overcome will also be dressed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life. I will speak of them by name to my Father and his angels. 
6‘Those who have ears should listen to what the Holy Spirit says to the churches.’ 
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What Does Jesus Have to Say to Local Churches 
that are living off reputation, not reality? 

	I. 	Jesus says, 






	II. 	Jesus says, 







	III.	Jesus says, 







	IV.	Jesus says,
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Discussion Questions:

Have you ever been fooled by outward appearances? How?

Read Revelation 3:1-6. George Ladd wrote: "Here is a picture of nominal Christianity, outwardly prosperous, busy with the externals of religious activity, but devoid of spiritual life and power.” To what extent does the church today fit this picture? 

Study Questions:

How did Jesus identify Himself to the church at Sadris?

What’s the significance of the seven spirits (See Revelation 5:6)?

What’s the significance of the seven stars (See Revelation 1:20)?

What does Christ know about this church?

What is Jesus assessment of the church at Sardis?

How can a church have a reputation for being alive, yet be dead?

What is the Holy Spirit fundamental to the life of a believer or church (John 3; John 16; Romans 8)?









How does the Spirit of Christ evidence himself in the life of an individual or church (Romans 8:1-14; Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesians 5:1-21)?






What does the God’s Word have to say to the believer about being wake, watchful, and alert?

· Matthew 24:42 -43 (Mark 13:35-37; Luke 12:37)
· Mark 14:38 (Matthew 26:41)
· Acts 20:31
· 1 Corinthians 16:13
· Colossians 4:2 (Ephesians 6:18)
· 1 Thessalonians 5:6
· 1 Peter 5:8

Live It Questions:

In what ways have you been lazy or presumptuous about your spiritual condition?

What would it mean for you to wake up? What would it mean for your church to wake up?

What needs to be strengthened in your life? What needs to be strengthened in the life of your church?

What steps will you take to complete what is lacking?
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