1st Timothy 2:8-15 (New International Readers Version) 

8I want men everywhere to pray. I want them to lift up holy hands. I don’t want them to be angry when they pray. I don’t want them to argue. 
9I also want women to dress simply. They should wear clothes that are right and proper. They shouldn’t braid their hair. They shouldn’t wear gold or pearls. They shouldn’t spend too much on clothes. 10Instead, they should put on good works as if they were their clothes. That is proper for women who claim to worship God. 
11When a woman is learning, she should be quiet. She should follow the leaders in every way. 12I do not let women teach. I do not let them have authority over men. They must be quiet. 
13Adam was made first. Then Eve was made. 14Adam was not the one who was tricked. The woman was tricked and became a sinner. 15Will women be saved by having children? Only if they keep on believing, loving, and leading a holy life in a proper way. 



1 Timothy 2:8–15 (New International Version, 1984) 
8 I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing. 
9 I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 
11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. 
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[image: ]LIFE ON LIFE   
Questions for Small Groups, Families, and Friends            


Read First Timothy 2:1-15.

The first half of the chapter (2:1-7) Paul champions the positive impact a praying church (i.e. the church at Ephesus) should have on its community. In the second half of the chapter (2:8-15) Paul seeks to correct conduct that is hindering the influence of the gospel in Ephesus. 

Discuss It! Questions:

How can praying together have a positive impact on our neighborhood? 

What could we do to improve the corporate prayer life at First Free?

What aspects of our life together as a church family have a negative impact on our witness to our neighbors and neighborhood?

What is the reputation of First Free in the Quad Cities? 

What is the reputation of First Free in our 7th Street neighborhood?

Explore It! Questions:

Identify the times the Apostle Paul refers to "all" and "everyone" in First Timothy 2:1-15. What does this teach us about the heart of God and the mission of the church? 

Why does Paul emphasize the word “one” in reference to Christ as our intermediary with God? How was this important for the believers at Ephesus? Why is it significant for us today?  
 
What behavior among the men was hindering the witness of the church (2:8)?
 
How do angry disputes hinder a church’s witness? How are neighbors and coworkers affected by the angry disputes between members of a church family?

What behavior among the women was hindering the reputation of the church in Ephesus (2:9)?
 
What would be immodest for young women today? What would be considered extravagant? Is there any other fashion trend that might hinder the witness of a Christ-follower? 

Four verbs are used to guide Timothy in confronting the behavior of women in the church at Ephesus (2:11-12): to learn, to teach, to usurp authority, and to be quiet. The only imperative (i.e. command) is for the women to learn with a quiet and submissive spirit. What would it mean for the women at Ephesus to learn the scriptures?

Why was their desire to teach and dominate an offense to the gospel?

What does it mean that women will be saved through childbearing (2:15)?

How does a Christ-follower persist in manifesting faith, love, holiness, and dignity (12:15)? How do we give our outward appearance more time and attention than these qualities? And, what impact would greater attention to these details have on our witness before neighbors and coworkers?

Live It! Questions:

What is one truth taught in this lesson that you need to believe?


What is one command would God have you obey?
 

What one promise in these readings would you claim?
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