1st Timothy 2:1-7 (New International Readers Version) 

1First, I want all of you to pray for everyone. Ask God to bless them. Give thanks for them. 
2Pray for kings. Pray for all who are in authority. Pray that we will live peaceful and quiet lives. And pray that we will be godly and holy. 
3That is good. It pleases God our Savior. 4He wants everyone to be saved. He wants them to come to know the truth. 
5There is only one God. And there is only one go-between for God and human beings. He is the man Christ Jesus. 6He gave himself to pay for the sins of everyone. That was a witness given by God at just the right time. 
7I was appointed to be a messenger and an apostle to preach the good news. I am telling the truth. I’m not lying. God appointed me to be a teacher of the true faith to those who aren’t Jews. 
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“First, I want all of you to pray…”


	I. 	Make Prayer a ______________________ in Your Life.





	II.	Expand the _________________ of Your Prayer Life.






	III.	Diversify Your _____________________ to Prayer.






	
	IV.	Realign the ____________________ of Your Prayers.	
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Questions for Small Groups, Families, and Friends            


Read 1st Timothy 2:1-7

What does Paul urge as a priority in the life of the believer? Why?


What is the purpose of praying for those in authority (verse 2)?



What is the purpose of praying for all people (verse 4)?



Read Jeremiah 29:1-7. 

What specific commands does God have for His people in Babylonian exile (Jeremiah 29:4-7)?





How is God’s message for His people in exile similar to the message for followers of Christ (1st Timothy 2:1-4)? 



What should we learn from this comparison for life in the Quad Cities today?



How do you think God would have us pray for our city? 

How would you define the different aspects of prayer that we are called to practice on behalf of all people including those in authority? Check various translations and an English dictionary.

· Prayer of Entreaty:


· Prayer of Petition:


· Prayer of Thanksgiving:



Among “all people” which people has God placed in your spheres of influence that you should pray for?

· Family

· Friends

· Coworkers

· Neighbors

· Strangers


Write an entreaty, a petition, and a word thanksgiving for President Obama and offer these to God in prayer.


Write an entreaty, a petition, and a word of thanksgiving for each person in your sphere of influence and offer these to God in prayer.


Spend time as a family, or small group offering praise to God for His desire to bring people to salvation. Pray with a prayer partner or Prayer Cord members for a neighbor, coworker, or friend using entreaties, petitions, and words of thanksgiving.
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