Revelation 2:12-17 (NIV) 

12 "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 13 I know where you live--where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city--where Satan lives. 14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 15 Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.
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What Does Jesus Have to Say to Local Churches 
that dwell in the darkest of places?

	I. 	A Word of Commendation
Jesus says, 







	II. 	A Word of Condemnation
Jesus says, 







	III.	A Word of Correction
Jesus says, 
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Questions for Small Groups, Families, and Friends            


Discussion Questions:

What is the most spiritually dark place you have ever been? What contributed to the spiritual darkness in this place? 

In what ways could it be said, “Satan lives in the Quad Cities”?
 
Study Questions:

Why do you think Jesus emphasizes to Pergamum that He "has the sharp, double-edged sword" (2:12)? Compare this reference with 1:16; 2:16; 19:15, 21. 1:16; 2:16; 19:15, 21. What is this sword, and what does Jesus use it for? How is it appropriate for Pergamum?


What is the significance of the double-edged sword?
(Consider the following portions of Scripture Isaiah 49:1-3; Matthew 2:15; Ephesians 6:17; John 12:48-49; and Hebrews 4:12-13.)


Why is the mention of the double-edged sword appropriate for the church at Pergamum?


How were the believers at Pergamum victorious (2:13)?


How did Balaam succeed in assisting the King of Moab, Balak, in defeating God’s people, Israel? See Numbers 25:1-3; 31:16.


How were the believers at Pergamum spiritually defeated? What evil influences or corrupt teachings had infiltrated the church (2:14-15)?


How is the evangelical church of the 21st century seduced by its’ culture? How does immorality and idolatry show up in the church today?


Consider Jesus messages to the churches. How does Jesus view sin? How does he respond to it? And, Why? What motivates Jesus words and action toward the church?




How does the sin of some affect the spiritual welfare of the many?



What command does Christ issue to the church at Pergamum (2:16)?


What would obedience to Christ’s command look like today? What would we do to obey?




Live It Questions:

How have you been seduced by culture or enticed to commit spiritual adultery, as Balaam did to Israel? What aspects of life are you unwilling to give up for the sake of following Christ?


Are you under pressure to conform to culture?


What spiritually corrosive sins do you need to confess today in order to be spiritually clean? 


What would repentance look like?
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