Revelation 2:8–11 (NIV) 

To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 
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What Does Jesus Have to Say to the Persecuted Church?

	I. 	Jesus says, 





	II. 	Jesus says, 





	III.	Jesus says, 





	IV.	Jesus says,





	V.	Jesus says,
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Questions for Small Groups, Families, and Friends            


Discussion Questions:

Why do you think God allows His people to suffer? 

What benefits have you experienced from suffering?

Where in the Bible does God speak to the benefits of suffering?
 

Study Questions:

What would it mean for the believers at Smyrna to receive a message from Jesus – the first and last, the one who died and came to life again (also 1:18)? 


What forms of suffering or persecution were the believers in Smyrna facing?


Who was behind the acts of persecution these believers experienced?

· 2:9 

· 2:10 

How is it possible for the impoverished believer to be considered rich? Consider these other scriptures.

· Romans 11:33 (also 2:4; 9:23)
· Ephesians 1:3-13
· Philippians 4:12-13, 19
· James 2:5
Where is Jesus when His church suffers (See 1:12-20)? 




What comfort can be found in Jesus’ words to the persecuted church?




What words of instruction does Jesus’ give to the church that is facing persecution? How are they to behave? What are they to do?






Live It Questions:

Have you ever been ridiculed for your faith in Jesus? How did you respond?

How will you respond differently in the future? 

What would you say or teach your children or a friend to prepare them for persecution?


Get to know the Persecuted Church: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/ 

Where in today’s world are Christ-followers facing persecution? 


What kinds of persecution do believers endure today? 


How will you pray differently for believers facing persecution in light of what Jesus has to say to the persecuted church?
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