Revelation 1:9–20 (NIV) 

9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 
12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lamp stands, 13 and among the lamp stands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lamp stands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lamp stands are the seven churches. 
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You can prepare to hear the message Jesus has for the church by…

	I. 	Renewing Your Devotion to God and His Church. 1:9-11




	II. 	Giving Your Attention to Jesus. 1:12-16





	III.	Responding with Obedience. 1:17-20
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Discussion Questions:

If you were asked to introduce Jesus to a group of coworkers, what would you say about Him? How would you describe Him?


Study Questions:

What do you learn about Jesus from the following descriptions?

· like a son of man (1:13; Luke 5:24; 6:5; 9:56; 12:8; 12:40)
· head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow (1:14; Isaiah 1:18; Daniel 7:9)
· eyes like blazing fire (1:14; Daniel 10:6)
· feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace (1:15)
· voice was like the sound of rushing waters (1:15; Psalm 29; Ezekiel 43:2)
· out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword (1:16; Hebrews 4:12)
· face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance (1:16; Matthew 17:1-2)
· the First and the Last (1:17)
· once dead, now alive forever and ever (1:18)
· holding the keys of death and Hades (1:18)
What do the seven lamp stands represent (1:11, 12, 20)?

Why might God use a lamp stand to represent the local church?
(Consider Matthew 5:14-16)



Where was Jesus (1:12-20) in relationship to the lamp stands? What significance would this suggest for the local church?




What would Jesus presence “in the midst of the lamp stands” and the descriptions of His person suggest about Jesus activity in the local church?











Live It Questions:
In this portion of scripture we are provided a vision of our risen and exalted Lord. How did John respond to this encounter with the risen Christ? 

One day all Christ-followers will see him face to face, when he returns or when we die. How do you think you will respond at that time? Why?

What do you need to do now to be ready to meet Christ?
image1.png
it




